
 
 

 
Introduction 
 
The Big Pitch will provide comprehensive training and development for six 
producer/writer/director teams as they compete to win the most dynamic 
feature film pitching competition and the largest film production prize in the 
UK. 
 
The Big Pitch is looking for: 
 

• fresh, original and dynamic work in a recognised genre. 
• diverse and innovative, up and coming filmmakers. 
• commercially orientated projects that can find an audience in the UK 

and around the world. 
• feature film projects that can be realised on budgets up to £250,000. 
  

 
Who can apply? 
 
Applicants must: 
 

• be resident in the UK. 
• have the demonstrable professional talent to realistically achieve the 

project on budget and within the timeframes outlined in the schedule. 
• have a feature film project already at a developed script stage. 
• be either:  

o a complete production team (Director, Writer, Producer). 
OR 
o the writer of the project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BIG PITCH 
 
Guidelines for Applicants 
 
WRITERS 
 
Deadline: February 22nd 2008 



How to apply 
 
Production Teams must complete the APPLICATION FORM Ð 
PRODUCTION TEAMS in full and include: 
 

Treatment (5-10 pages)  
   DirectorÕs long biography/filmography (max. 1 page) 
   WriterÕs long biography/filmography (max. 1 page) 
   ProducerÕs long biography/filmography (max. 1 page) 

 
Send your submission in full to THE BIG PITCH - PRODUCTION TEAM APPLICATION, 
MOXIE MAKERS, 1 PINK LANE, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE1 5DW applications 
must be received by noon on 22nd February 2008. 
 
Writers must complete the APPLICATION FORM - WRITERS in full and 
include: 
 

Treatment (5-10 pages)  
   WriterÕs long biography/filmography (max. 1 page) 
 

Send your submission in full to THE BIG PITCH Ð WRITER APPLICATION, MOXIE 
MAKERS, 1 PINK LANE, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE1 5DW applications must be 
received by noon on 22nd February 2008. 
 
 
If after reading these guidelines you have any further queries regarding the 
scheme or eligibility please contact Ed Barratt at ed@moxiemakers.com   
 
 
What happens to your application? 
 
Acknowledgement 
Your application will be acknowledged via e-mail within 72 hours of receipt. If 
your application is not complete it will not be eligible. 
 
Assessment 
Your project will be assessed according to our assessment criteria (see 
below). The shortlist of projects for interview is compiled by a panel 
comprising of representatives from Moxie Makers and The Big Pitch Partners.  
 
Decision 
Shortlisted projects will be informed of their interview date and location by 20th 
March 2008. Due to the expected high volume of applications feedback on 
unsuccessful projects will not be available.  
 
Entering The Big Pitch Programme 
After interviews the 8 selected projects will be invited onto the programme.  
To enter onto the programme a short form option agreement must be signed 
committing the project to Moxie Makers for the duration of The Big Pitch 
Programme. You must establish clear rights to all works required for the 
making and exploitation of the project.  



 
 
 
 
 
Assessment criteria 
 
The assessment criteria below should be considered as an overview only. A 
number of factors contribute to what makes a successful feature film and it 
should not be assumed that equal weighting will be granted to each element.   
 
ORIGINALITY  - Does your idea stand out from the films that weÕve seen 
before and the other projects submitted? To succeed and find an audience on 
a budget the project must show something new. If your project is 
contemporary, fresh and stands out then it is what The Big Pitch is looking for. 
 
STORY  - An assessment of whether the project demonstrates a feel for 
genre, theme, structure and how these elements work together in the 
storytelling process - but also a reaction to the strength of the story in plot 
terms. Your project must demonstrate substance and a powerful commercial 
idea. 
 
CHARACTER - The Big Pitch is looking for characters that confound 
stereotypes and are capable of delivering important stories with a universal 
appeal whilst engaging the emotions of a mainstream cinema audience. 
 
VISUAL UNIQUENESS Ð What is the setting of your film? Is there a 
distinctive visual approach and style? Is this evidenced in your past work and 
was this work successful?   
 
ABILITY TO DELIVER Ð Ultimately, The Big Pitch will award production 
finance, a post-production deal, international sales representation and UK 
distribution to the winning project. It is therefore essential that the teams have 
a demonstrable track record in delivering quality productions. Moxie Makers 
are committed to working with new talent so it is understood that this track 
record may not be in feature film production. If the applicants have yet to 
make a feature film suitable experience in short films, promos or television is 
expected. It goes without saying that evidence of a passion for filmmaking and 
the submitted project must be apparent in the application.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
APPLICATION GUIDANCE Ð  
WRITERS APPLICATION FORM 

Introduction 
Please read through these guidelines carefully before beginning to complete 
your application form.   
 
Please ensure that you complete the form in black ink. Alternatively, you can 
type or use a word processing application to complete the form.  Remember 
that other people will be reading your form so ensure that they can do so by 
making your responses legible. 
 
1. Project Title and Applicant Details 
Please fill in all the details in this section. If you apply as a writer and your 
project is accepted onto The Big Pitch you will be assigned a producer and 
director at Moxie MakersÕ discretion.  If the project has multiple writers please 
name every individual. 
 
2. Primary Contact Details 
It is important that this section is filled in accurately. If Moxie Makers request 
additional information on the project to assist the application process then it is 
vital that the primary contact is in a position to comply. 
 
3. Project Information 
Fill in all sections as appropriate. 
 
4.  Main Cast 
Please fill in details of the main cast for the project. Please include a brief 
biography of each cast member for consideration. We understand that as a 
writer these cast may just be there as a guide or representation of the 
characters in your project. If you have in any way attached an actor to your 
project already then please supply the details. 
 
5.  Additional Project Information 
If there is anything that you feel Moxie Makers should be made aware of then 
please include it in this section. This may include but is not limited to finance 
already attached to the project, the projectÕs development history, 
development monies received and any written agreements or commitments 
that are already in place concerning the project. 
 
6. Short Biography/Filmography 
A career summary of the writer. 
 
7. Awards To Date 
In this section please list any industry awards that the writer/s have received. 
Further information on these should be highlighted by you in the attached long 
biography/filmography  
 
8.  Synopsis 
A 25 line (max) synopsis of the film. 



 
9. WriterÕs Note and Visual Concept 
Please describe the writerÕs intentions for this project and imagining for the 
screen.  
 
10. Character Breakdown 
In this section provide a breakdown for each of your principal characters, 
specifically those that feature heavily in your treatment and screenplay 
 
11. Inspiration 
Please tell us where your passion for this project originates.  What inspires 
you and will this inspire an audience?  
 
12.  Declaration: 
Please sign and date the declaration. The selection panel will not consider 
any application that has not been signed and dated. Please ensure that you 
return your completed form to THE BIG PITCH Ð PRODUCTION TEAM 
APPLICATION, MOXIE MAKERS, 1 PINK LANE, NEWCASTLE UPON 
TYNE, NE1 5DW by the deadline.  
 
All writers of the project must sign and date the declaration unless one 
individual has sole and unequivocal rights to the project. 
 
Deadline for this application is 22nd February 2008. Your application will be 
acknowledged via e-mail within 72 hours of receipt. Moxie Makers take no 
responsibility for applications that are lost or not delivered by the closing date. 
 
16.  Diversity Monitoring Form 
Moxie Makers are committed to assisting the industry in tackling the issue of 
under-representation of women, ethnic minorities and people with disabilities 
within the current workforce.  Please take the time to complete the Diversity 
Monitoring Form as this will allow us to evaluate and monitor whether our 
information, marketing and promotional activity is reaching the audiences we 
seek to reach.  Your completed Diversity Monitoring Form will be separated 
from your application when it goes forward for selection.  All applications will 
be judged solely against the published assessment criteria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Important Information 
 

1) The application form may not cover all the information required to 
shortlist for interview. Moxie Makers may ask applicants to submit a 
script for consideration or other materials for further information. Please 
do not submit further materials unless requested. 

2) Please check your application carefully. Incomplete applications or 
those which do not comply with the stated guidelines will not be 
considered eligible. 

3) Moxie MakersÕ decision on applications is final. Decisions as to which 
projects are invited onto The Big Pitch are entirely at the discretion of 
Moxie Makers and The Big Pitch Partners.  

4) Moxie Makers reserve the right to alter The Big Pitch 2008 in any way 
deemed fit if such change is agreed with all The Big Pitch Partners.  

 


